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October 3, 2014



Thank you for participating in our “Member Tested and Recommended Program.” The Kickr IV Portable Solar Charger has been tested and recommended by the members of the National Tactical Officers Association. Your overall score was a 4.12. 

Attached with this letter is the Member Tested and Recommended logo which may be used solely with the specific product that was tested. The logo can also be used on all marketing pieces for this product, website and press releases. Attached is a copy of the complete review that your company can use as well.  

Press releases written regarding this product review must be emailed to the NTOA for review before release to assure the wording is correct. 

This product and its review are now listed on the NTOA’s Member Tested and Recommended online database. The review may also be published in The Tactical Edge journal, as time allows. 

Please contact Corey Luby at advertising@ntoa.org  if you would like to advertise in The Tactical Edge journal. Once again, thank you for participating in the Member Tested and Recommended Program©.


Katina Madianos-Fiore
Member Tested and Recommended Program Coordinator
	800-279-9127 x116



Ascent Solar Technologies Inc.
Kickr IV Portable Solar Charger
Overall Score: 4.12
www.goenerplex.com


Tester 1 of 1
Tested by a member from Oregonphone:  800.279.9127  |  fax:  215.230.1807  |  PO Box 797, Doylestown, PA 18901  |  www.ntoa.org


Design 4.5
Performance 4.5
Ease of Use 4
Size 4
Quality 4.5
Durability 4.5
Storage 4
Versatility 4
Convenience 4
Application 4
Comfort 4
Accuracy 4
Cleaning & Maintenance 4

Individual Score 4.12

I tested Ascent Solar Technologies’ Kickr IV Portable Solar Charger. The unit is made of four square solar panels that unfold in a line. There are grommets at each end of the charger and slots between each panel to help secure it to gear or position it to best catch the sun. Also included are eight colored elastic bands to help secure the panels to best catch the sun or to hold it closed during transport. It comes with a three pronged USB, micro USB and Apple charging adapter. Because the end of the adapter is a large square with each style of plug sticking out of the side, some devices might not accept the universal plug. One of my phones has a recessed charge port and it barely connected and could come loose very easily. You may need to bring one that works specifically for your device. The power outlet is a regular USB port so any cord that can plug into a USB can be used to charge your device. The port also has a sealing rubber plug to prevent water from getting in when not in use. The plug seals well and did not let any water in when I poured water over it. The box containing the USB port appears to be the only spot were water could get in and damage the charger. The solar cells are all sealed to the panels and don't look like they would be damaged by water. Dumping water on the panels only while it was laid out did not seem to hurt anything and the unit still functioned well. The opposite sides of the panels are nylon over a rubbery plastic and the nylon does soak up water. It does not look like the water can get through to the cells on the other side. The panels are tough and did not break when I accidentally folded one in half. (That seemed a little "over rigorous" for the test.) Bending a panel so the ends were at 90 degrees also did not cause any problems. Overall, the unit seems very sturdy and rugged. It packs very thin and flat so storing and transporting are easy. It is also very lightweight so it won't weigh you down. It mounts easily so you can strap it on your pack or other gear as you move to charge on the go. Charge times I saw were about thirty minutes to an hour longer than listed with the instructions. Smart phones were about 2 to 2.5 hrs. from dead to fully charged. That's about 30 minutes to one hour longer than a wall charger on the same phones. When charging, I used what was right at hand to position the panels to catch the sun. If you pack more clips, bungee cords or 550 cord you could probably set up the charger to catch the sun perfectly and speed up the charge times. My charge tests with those times were on sunny, clear days. I tested the charger on overcast days and the charge times were pretty close. I found if there is enough sun to make any shadow, the charge times are only an hour or so longer. The charger does work on cloudy days with not enough sun to make a shadow. However the charging is much slower, maybe twice as slow or more. Unless you're in the desert and always have sun, it could be a good idea to take a battery backup along as well. This way when the sun is shining, you can charge your devices and the battery backup. Then if it's dark or too cloudy you can use the battery backup for power. If you are thinking of using this or another solar charger, make sure and think about the seasons and climate you plan on using it in. That could play a large part in how useful it will be to you. Obviously the more sun you have, the better the charger works. Overall, a good piece of gear that is rugged and functions really well as it is intended. 
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